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White Tank Mountain  1246 

Officers for 202 2 ï 202 3 
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2023 Dept  Convention   Vacant  
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Commandant Jerry Bakke  
Phone: 714 -315 -1194  
Email:  je rry.bakke.jb@gmail.comm  

 

 
Welcome back to all our brothers and sisters of the 

White Tank Mountain Detachment 1246.  

I guess we can say summer vacation has come and 

gone for all of us. I hope your plans for  

the summer went as you planned. 

 

Now, we need to plan for the next year what our 

committees are doing. The following is a list  

of the Committee Chairs:  

Scholarship:    Sal Politi 

Honor Color Guard: Mike Mitchell 

Fundraising:   Sal Politi 

Newsletter:  Pete Pervi 

Quartermaster:  Bernie Bakke 

Toys-For-Tots:  Ramon Suarez 

Hospitality:  Cindy Hutto and Sal Politi 

 (WTMD) 

Hospitality:  Mike Kudla 

(W. Phoenix Valley) 

Homeless Veterans: Cindy Hutto 

Birthday Ball:  Michael Kudla 

Christmas Party: Larry Brown 

Nominations:  Mel Meter 

Webmaster:  Pete Pervi 

State Conv 2023: Open 

(50th Anniversary) 

These Committees will be Standing Committees. Any 

other committees are known as Ad Hoc 

Committees on a one-time basis, when needed 

throughout the year. Remember committees  

make a detachment, we NEED volunteers. Please 

step up to the plate and help fill the  

positions. 

All committees and projects serve at the pleasure of 

the Board of Trustees, better known as 

Board of Directors.  The last WTMD Bylaws are dated 

January 19, 2017.  We will be updating 

the WTMD Bylaws at our next Board of Trustees 

meeting on August 17, 2022.  

We will see everyone at our General Meeting on 

September 8, 2022. 

   

 

          

 

 

WTMD1246 COMMANDANT  

JERRY BAKKE 
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DATES TO REMEMBER 

  

September 8 - WTMD1246 General Business 
Meeting at 1730 Surprise Toyota, 13543 N 
Autoshow Ave.   

  

  

   

  

 

               

 
Valeria  Gonzalez Campos  ï She has started her freshman year at Arizona State 

University and has received her scholarship . 

Adam J. Kerk emeyer  ï He has started his freshman year at Case Western  Reserve 

University  and has received his scholarship . 

  

 

 

 

PURCHASE YOUR BALL TICKETS!  
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 Marine David Hastings has reported to the Supreme 

Commandant on August 6th. 

He is survived by his wife, Jan. 

òDocó Bob Spencer 

WTMD 1246 Chaplain 

NEWS FOR VETEANS 

Senior Housing with Veterans 

Preference   
Construction will begin soon on 99 units of 

Senior Housing with Veterans preference 

here in Surprise. The city would like your 

input on what to name it! If you have an 

idea for a name that is a patriotic or military 

themed, please send them to me at 

danielle.osborne@surpriseaz.gov .  

About the Veterans Legacy Memorial 

(VLM)  

The Veterans Legacy Memorial (VLM) is the 

nation's first digital platfo rm dedicated 

entirely to the memory of the nearly 4.5 

million Veterans interred in VA's national 

cemeteries. In 2022, we have made VLM 

more friendly for mobile devices. Those who 

view the site on a mobile device will find 

better use of horizontal space that requires 

less scrolling to contribute content.  

Launched in 2019, individual Veteran profile 

pages are populated with military service 

and cemetery information. Publicly available 

information gathered from VA records 

includes service branch with logo, dates of 

birth and death, rank, war period, 

decorations, emblem of belief, and 

cemetery information.  

Interactive features allow family, friends, 

and others to preserve their Veteran's 

legacy by posting tributes (comments), 

upload images, share their Veteran's 

military service timeline and achievements, 

biographical information, historical 

documents and more.  
 

  

 

 

 
Picture taken in Chu Lai 57 years ago. 

Iôve enjoyed doing the detachment newsletter, but 

all things come to an end.  

Our reason for moving is to be closer to family in 

the Chicago area. So, we selected Marion, Iowa, 

which is only about 3 hours from family.  

This move was supposed to happen in March, but 

when you find the perfect home, you adjust. 

October and November will be our move period.  

I will see you all at the Sept. 8 th meeting. 

Unfortunately, that means I may or may-not make 

one more meeting after that and we will miss the 

Birthday Ball.    

I want to thank all of you for your friendship and 

sharing some very memorable times together. 

One last request ï would someone please step up 

and take on the newsletter editorôs position. 

mailto:danielle.osborne@surpriseaz.gov
https://www.va.gov/remember/
https://www.cem.va.gov/videos/Preserving_Veterans_Legacies.asp
https://www.cem.va.gov/videos/Preserving_Veterans_Legacies.asp
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The PACT Act and your VA benefits  
The PACT Act is a new law that expands VA health care and benefits for Veterans 
exposed to burn pits and other toxic substances. This law helps us provide generations of 

Veterans ð and their survivors ð with the care and benefits theyôve earned and deserve. 
Whatôs the PACT Act and how will it affect my VA benefits and care? 

The PACT Act is perhaps the largest health care and benefit expansion in VA history. The 
full name of the law is  The Sergeant First Class (SFC) Heath Robinson Honoring our 
Promise to Address Comprehensive Toxics (PACT) Act. 

The PACT Act will bring these changes:  

¶ Expands and extends eligibility for VA health care for Veterans with toxic 
exposures and Veterans of the Vietnam, Gulf War, and post-9/11 eras 

Á Adds more than 20 new presumptive conditions for  burn pits and other toxic 

exposures 
Á Adds more presumptive-exposure locations for Agent Orange and radiation 

Á Requires VA to provide a toxic exposure screening to every Veteran enrolled in VA 
health care 

Á Helps us improve research, staff education, and treatment related to toxic 
exposures 

If youôre a Veteran or survivor, you can file claims now to apply for PACT Act-related 

benefits. 
What does it mean to have a presumptive condition for toxic exposure?  

To get a VA disability rating, your disability must connect to your military service. For 
many health conditions, you need to prove that your service caused yo ur condition. 
But for some conditions, we automatically assume (or ñpresumeò) that your service 

caused your condition. We call these ñpresumptive conditions.ò 
We consider a condition presumptive when it's established by law or regulation.  

If you have a presumptive condition, you donôt need to prove that your service caused 
the condition. You only need to meet the service requirements for the presumption.  
 

https://www.va.gov/resources/the-pact-act-and-your-va-benefits/#information-for-survivors
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THAT TIME OF YEAR  

Start getting location Commitmen ts for 

drop off boxes  

 

 

  Membership Statistics  

Good Standing (Dues Paid)  

Type Regular  Associate  Honorary  

Life Member  30   

Annual Member - 13 10  

 

Sub-Totals 

43 10 0 

�7�R�W�D�O���«�«����53 

 

 

 

SEPTEMBER 

Claire Brown  

Larry Brown  

Stan Gaber lavage  

Lee Szyc  

David Torres  

 

  

FROM THE QUARTERMASTER 

 Summer is here and the White Tank 

Mountain Detachment 1246  

will have their last meeting on June 9, 

2022.  

 

If you need any supplies, please come 

early before the meeting  

starts. I will also stay after the meeting.   

 

Wishing all of you a wonderful and safe 

summer.   

Stay Safe   Be Kind  

 

Food for Thought:  
�,�I���\�R�X���G�R�Q�·�W���K�D�Y�H���W�L�P�H���W�R���G�R���L�W���U�L�J�K�W�� 

when will you have time to do it over.  

 

Semper Fi 

 

Respectfully submitted,  

Bernie Bakke  

Quartermaster  

  


